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**• BUk «7 reviewed on May 17, 1#7«. These file* Involve - 
rtro Informant* of tba Memphis Office of the FBI who farm 1 abed Information 
ee various racial Betters daring the approximate time ef the aasaaalnatloa 
of Martin lather King, Jr., Including Information about the Invader*, e 
Meaphle youth gang. 



**• BUk *T »* granted access to these fils 
HSCA** request of April 12^1978. Other them statli 

lTn i this requea^offered mo other reasons for the 

HSCA s need to review these Informant files, fevever, based ee e 
discussion between Mr. B la key and s representative of 
• Division, Mr. Blaker advised 
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1 - G. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA 
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SEE NOTE, PAGE THREE 
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Honorable Louis B. Btokaa 
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*•• ** toldence that tha activities of the., 
ft v«« In any way connected vttb hla 

• . * £ ..' $!'£'$ • . . 

- 4 D £*]? lt * •vervbelmlng arid one a oxapronng tba above allege- 
® ur ®*«» in «« affort to cooperate vlth eha BSCA aa fully aa 

data^^^T^^ ** Kr * ,lrt «r with #11 Informant identify** 
data aocclaad. Thla decision on tha part of tha Bureau vaa not meant to 

2TL2 ? a 1 * 6 * 4 *” 6 for - th€ rocA to »®quaat tha field office files on 

f ° r that “«« ^ make ay.ll.bl. tha fllal of 
Informant. vhich may be of In tar eat fee eha Coanlttee. If, in 

f !a * ! purp# ” to ttot«rlng the., file, la to determine vbe that the., 

toformanta acted a. "agent provocateur.," thla Bureau la MorTthll 
willing to furalah a atrom affidavit denying thla allegation. 
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. In referenced latter. Hr, Blakey .utad tha .rocedure Vy which 

should lnfor ®ant fllaa mi unacceptable. It 

JhTi ^ **“* **• ****** “freed to theae condition., but prior to 

*2 U * a ad that “ €,ab * r * ot M * ataff aloo bo given access to - 
tbMaa file.. Bacaua. eons HSCA ataff members vara femillar vlth our 
subatantlva file on tha Invadere, it vaa nacaaaary to docllao Mr, Blakor*o 

Idontitioo? 0 * thi * bk " ,led, ‘ 

% ./ 4 .. * '‘V . , 

M . f< . ^ J”* «*n fully undoratand, the laaue of permitting outside 
JI lafor tont files of tha PB1 la a va£ delicate ona. It 

wltv^i f? prot !$ t °m T eon J ld * otUl tofowanta because va may be dealing 
ftefic.* Mf,t3r o£ th to« Informant, and meabara af thei r 

* £ *t hacooea general knowledge that FBI informants* filaa 
are being opened to outside parties, informant priyllaga la thraetmld 
tod our Informant development program can be several/ hampered. You can 

Ag !“5, 1 ? l th f !J eld ~* b * UMbl « t<» develop a confidential 
tlonshlp with an individual if tha agency Involved cannot protect 
the contents of that informant’, flla. protect 
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Honorabla Louis B. Itokao 
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tWsfofs, for the 
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f55? r ^J T ^^ r r 1# tHxUitm, teHftaMt of AiotUt, W. bust • ' 

Odsisod ehst, 1 n the sbssoas qi additional Information tiom tbs KSGt rjp*? ''■&/%:«• 
tearing on (ho allegation tha£ o«r informants sotsd os "agent yroroca tours" _•’ 
la instigating Yiolanca in Kaaphlo, bs concurred vltb Our position OB " j 
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NOTE: By Ryan to Mr. Bassett memorandum dated 4 — 27 — 78 , it was approved • 

to allow Blakey access to files of informants who furnished information “* 
concerning the Invaders, This action was taken in hope of satisfying 
the .HSCA that our informants were not responsible for violence which 
occurred during the Sanitation Workers Strike in Memphis. After Mr. Blakey 
reviewed these files, as reported in Ryan to Mr • Bassett memorandum 
dated 5 - 19 - 78 , Blakey stated he found no evidence that any of our informants 
acted as "agent provocateurs." However, he followed with an additional 
request to see the informants 1 Field Office files. 

. . . *• V • .V:"- . \ * 

• •• • * • * «,•** — :*v • *.••*. , * o • 

Representatives of the Congressional Inquiry Unit, the Legal 
Counsel Division, and the Top Echelon and Criminal Informant Unit, 

Criminal Investigative Division, are in total agreement that we should 
go no further to answer HSCA's demands for informant files in this 
matter and that Mr. Blakey's request should be denied. Hr. Keuch concurred, 
based on discussion with D. 0. Coulson, Legal Counsel Division, on 
5 - 30 - 78 . 



0° 6-1-78, SA Buryi Johnson, Memphis Office, was advised of 
the above. Based on his knowledge of the situation, Memphis would be 
willing and capable of submitting a sworn affidavit concerning this 
allegation. 

This letter completes response to HSCA's request dated 
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5 - 23 - 78 . 



